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(The improv ends with....)
MUM
There’s some risks that are so minimal that they’re not worth worrying
about...You’re more likely to be hit by lightening

KAREN
So people can be hit by lightning.....I thought it was just trees

MUM(tries to reassure KAREN)
Well......it's mostly trees

KAREN
But of course scientifically lightning’s going to hit tall people
firstisn’t it?

MUM

Er yes.....scientifically....that’s correct.

3. INT LIVING ROOM DAY - D1

JAKE is watching TV — BEN jumps onto the sofa

BEN
Why are you watching this?

JAKE
It’s about the Large Hadron Collider. We've got to do a project
about this in Physics

BEN
The large Hadron Collider is cool. It can destroy the entire
Universe?

INTO TOPICAL DIALOGUE B
BEN says you don’t need to watch this...just ask me

BEN gets very excited about a possible annihilation event and JAKE tries to stick to the facts. BEN
could also interrogate him about ‘The Big Bang’, ‘Big Crunch’, ‘Parallel Universes’ etc.

BEN the big bang...there wasn’t a big bang because it was a vacuum. It should be called the big
‘shh’

BEN In another universe | might not have a brother — just a leopard etc
JAKE is there another universe where | decide to punch you in the face?

BEN and another one where you don’t




Outnumbered IV “ Episode 4 ~ Shooting Script ~ 16™ March 2011

4. INT. KITCHEN DAY - D1

We hear the front door slam

DAD enters

MUM
(calls)
Hiya

DAD
Sorry I'm late. “Passenger action” at Victoria...think they might
have lynched a driver. (he hears the noise in the LIVING ROOM)
What'’s all that noise?

MUM
Oh, they’re just having a fight abut the origins of the universe.
Tea?

DAD
Please. When are we setting off?

MUM
About quarter of an hour.....What was today’s school like?

DAD
Tough. I'm one of thirteen supply teachers

MUM
Thirteen?

DAD
My class’s most popular excuse seems to be ‘My pitbull ate my
homework’

KAREN
Dad, which is worse, ‘serious’ or ‘severe’?

DAD
Eh?

MUM
She saw something about the terrorist threat
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DAD
Hey, listen, you don’t have to
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BEN
Couldn’t find one...which is annoying...cos’ it meant | didn't get a
ride in the police car

6. INT. KTCHEN.DAY — D1
DAD, standing in the doorway of lounge, talking to MUM

DAD
What are the school doing about this?

MUM
Well, what can they do?

7. INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY - D1

BEN
I've got off quite lightly. Ibrahim’s been mugged five times now.
Same boys.
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KAREN
Yes. | can, can’t1? The Pope’s inviting people to join.

MUM
Well, yes, but -

KAREN
But what?

MUM

Well, it would be easier for you to become a Catholic...if you
believed in God

KAREN
I only stopped believing in God because he was annoying me

‘cos of all the wars and that volcano that got our
holiday cancelled (Very short Improv?)

MUM
Right...look, why do you want to be a Catholic Karen?

KAREN
Because | want to go to the same big school as Tanya, and
Tanya’s applying for a Catholic school.

MUM
(struggling to contain her irritation)
Tanya.....Well, we’ve talked about this before, haven’t we,
darling, y’know, just because Tanya’s doing something doesn’t
mean you have to do it

KAREN
| like Tanya, she’s my friend, don’t you like her?

MUM hesitates, then throws DAD a look — but he turns away, he’s not getting involved. As MUM
struggles on with KAREN...

JAKE (O0V)

DAD goes through to the LIVING ROOM
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DAD
Bloody hell...it’s fireworks all year now...
(he starts to browse the newspaper)
Can you remember when it was Fireworks Night — one night...
like it used to be Christmas Day... now Christmas starts in mid-
October... Halloween costumes are on sale in August. | hate
Halloween, I'd ban it.

10A. INT KITCHEN DAY - D1

At the other end of the kitchen, KAREN is on the computer. She has googled, ‘how to
become a Catholic’

BEN drifts in.

BEN
You can’t ban Halloween

DAD
The only thing in Halloween’s favour is that it’s environmentally
friendly. Because as all those kids head out to ring on people’s
doorbells, all over the country, millions of people switch off the
lights and pretend they’re not in.

BEN
You can’t ban Halloween, they should ban Guy Fawkes night...

MUM
Eh?

BEN
...Because all the bangs from the fireworks frighten pets, which
isn’t fair on the pets, also, can we have a pet?

DAD
We'vee
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MUM
You can’t keep jungle animals in houses

BEN
Michael Jackson had a chimpanzee. And that only ever attacked
two people

KAREN stares at the computer

She gets up and goes
10(B)

KAREN
Mmm, lots of candles and lovely spangly costumes

MUM
You can’t have a chimp

BEN
How about a skunk then?

DAD
You can’t keep skunks as pets Ben

BEN
You can...a boy at school keeps them. And he wants to sell some

MUM
...He keeps skunks?

BEN
Yeah, Oliver, in Jake’s year

DAD
Nah

BEN
He does. Ibrahim told me. He said ‘Oliver in year 11 has got some
skunk to sell’

MUM and DAD look at each other, concerned



Outnumbered IV “ Episode 4 ~ Shooting Script ~ 16™ March 2011

10
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MUM
He’'s the type, very ‘alternative’...wears those skinny jeans

DAD
There is no ‘type’, Sue it’s —

MUM
What if he’s been selling it to Jake? | told you he’s been very...you
know...very... (she can’t find the word)

DAD
Let’s just take it a step at a time

MUM
We have to broach it with him...Jake!

DAD
Oh for... OK, but let’s just do it nice and gently, eh?

MUM
Ok...Jake! Come in here a moment

DAD
We don’t want him going on the defensive, that’ll get us nowhere

MUM
No, fair enough
(10D) Reluctantly, JAKE comes into the kitchen
JAKE
What is it?
DAD

Well...we’d welcome your input on something, y’see, it’s come to
our attention that, um... you know your mate Olly

JAKE
Yes

DAD
Well...

11
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MUM
Is he selling drugs?

DAD’s dismayed by her bull-in-a-china-shop impression

JAKE
..What?!

MUM
Is he selling ‘skunk’?

JAKE

Je-sus! No! What the — what the hell gave you that idea?

DAD
Well, um, it was something that Ben heard that —

JAKE
B-en! You're basing this on information from Ben?

DAD
Just something he heard, that he didn’t understand, but -

JAKE
You're actually listening to Ben! The boy who told his class that
he bumped into Barack Obama in LIDL’S

DAD
Yes, but —

JAKE
I’m not doing drugs, ok?

MUM
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JAKE
Of course there are, it’s a school!

MUM is a bit taken aback by this answer

JAKE (CONT)
But I’'m not taking them and Olly isn’t selling them

MUM
Then why did —

JAKE
You two are a joke!

MUM
Then why did Ben —

JAKE
Total joke

MUM
Why did Ben say that —

JAKE
This is pathetic

MUM
Akid called Oliver —

JAKE
For Christ’s sake

MUM

..Inyour year —
JAKE

(loud and fast)
Look it’s not that Oliv-!

(JAKE stops himself, a fraction too late)
This is stupid, | don’t have to answer this

(He exits angrily down the corridor)
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MUM
.."It’s not that Oliver’...that’s what he was going to say...
(she moves to the computer)

14
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DAD
...Do we know him?

MUM
Only joined this year, but he’s already the golden boy, captain of
the football team, and his Dad was the one at the quiz night
querying all the answers. And now it turns out the golden boy is
a drug p —are you alright sweetheart?
(10F)
KAREN is standing in the doorway

KAREN
If | do become a catholic, will | be allowed to eat bacon?

MUM
.. Yes

KAREN
(exiting)
Oh well that’s alright then

(10G) MUM
(checks KAREN is out of earshot)
..Well we can’t just sit on this information, can we

DAD
I’m not sure, Sue

MUM
Well...say, if Jake was selling drugs...and some other parents
found out, we’d want them to tell us, wouldn’t we

DAD
Yeah, but what evidence could we quote? A slip of the tongue
from Jake and some gossip from Ben

MUM
... best if we don’t mention, Ben

DAD
But...
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MUM
We don’t want this...Oliver...to carry on pushing

DAD
No but all I'm saying is that we need facts

MUM
God...it’s a difficult call...maybe we should raise it with the
school?

DAD

Maybe. But let’s think this through. If we get this wrong, it could
be very messy. And it could make life tricky for Jake, so...

MUM
OK maybe | am overreacting...it’s just one kid so...
(10H) BEN enters

BEN
Do | really need to come to this?

MUM
Yes, it’s the first Parents Evening, it’s so everyone can, y’know,
discuss how you're getting on.

BEN
I'm settling in fine. They’ve given some of the new kids, mentors

DAD
Oh, right that’s a good idea

BEN
| got Andrew in year 10

MUM
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MUM
Well that would be illegal, Karen. Nine year olds have to be with
somebody

KAREN
Why?

MUM

18
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KAREN
(as she goes)
No fire assembly point, can you believe that?

MUM, DAD and BEN enter the hall
16. INT. ASSMEBLY HALL

Various teachers are sitting at desks with their name on. Parents are hovering, standing, being
interviewed, etc. MUM, DAD and BEN enter, They see a POLICEMAN at a desk

DAD
Oh, what do you know, a policeman... ‘cos you really need one
here...ready to kettle the threat to public order that is a parents
evening

MUM
| suppose we could report Ben’s mugging...

DAD (reluctant)
Yeah OK...oh no, he’s one of those toy policeman (we see him from DAD’s
P.0.V) He'll only give us a leaflet...OK, Ben, who's first on your list?...Mr Blain

BEN
(spots a friend)
Hey Ibrahim!

MUM
Don’t wander off!

(16A)
Suddenly they find themselves face to face with a couple, JENNY and MARTIN. MARTIN has a slightly
stern air

JENNY
Hallo there

MUM
(thrown)
Oh, hi...didn’t expect to see you here

JENNY
Well we've got a daughter in this year, Kara. This is Martin

19
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17. INT. SCHOOL ROOM
JAKE and his band are setting up with KAREN watching and looking a bit lost. There are some sheet
music and lyrics on a table. JAKE is tuning his guitar

MARCUS
| think I should do a big raspy, Kings of Leon, vocal on this one

JAKE
Go easy don’t forget your athsma

KAREN
Do you do Michael Bublé songs?

The other band members laugh, JAKE laughs along

JAKE
No

KAREN
But you like Michael Bublé

JAKE is mortified, the others all look at him

JAKE
No, I don’t, she’s getting confused

KAREN
You sing along with him in his videos

JAKE
Ironically, Karen
(to the others)
I’m being ironic...sending him up. Who gives a toss...

His mates look unconvinced

KAREN
So whose songs do you sing?

MARCUS
We write our own songs
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KAREN
(reading lyrics)
Are these the words?

JAKE
(instant)
Don’t read those

He moves the lyrics out of her eyeline, then carries on setting up

KAREN
..Why does he want to do that to his bitch?

18. INT. ASSEMBLY HALL — DAY - D1

23
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MARCUS
Are you?

KAREN
I’m going to become catholic

MARCUS
(still setting up)
Really? So which dwarf are you?

KAREN
....\What?

MARCUS
She gives all her friends dwarf nicknames y’know ‘Dopey’,
‘Grumpy’, ‘Frumpy’, ‘Stinky’, ‘clingy’...so which one are you?

KAREN
(very thrown 1 222.05 620.62 Tm[((s) Tm[58m[(pR419.8103 Tm[( )] TIETBT1 04€ 1 2
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(21A)

MRS CRILLY
Well, teaching Ben is very...very...special

DAD
(resigned)
Right

MRS CRILLY
It’s always hard settling in...

MUM
Also, it’s probably a bit weird for him to be, y’know, at the same
school as his big brother

MRS CRILLY
He’s got a brother here?

MUM
Yes, Jake Brockman, year 11

MRS CRILLY
(clearly amazed)
What, Jake? Ben is Jake’s brother?

MUM
Yes

MRS CRILLY
Jake is Ben’s brother

MUM
Yes

MRS CRILLY

Right...gosh...what, not a half-brother with a different —

MUM
- No brother

27
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MARTIN
Good grief no, no George, our eldest. No, Oliver doesn’t ‘do’
babysitting. He’s just bought himself a scooter, so he’s forever
whizzing here, there and everywhere, all hours of the day.
Y’know, one of his friends rings and he’s off, whoosh all over
town.

MUM and DAD share a look. DAD decides to go for it

DAD
...that’s nice...um...the thing is...

MARTIN
..Yes?

DAD
Well the thing is...

JENNY
What?

DAD

...this is the thing, y’see...um...we —
(22A) BEN calls across

BEN
Ralph’s great dane’s just had puppies, and we could

DAD
No we couldn’t

MUM
And don’t shout.

They turn back to discover that MARTIN and JENNY have been ushered forward by MR. HUNSLET

30
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Another couple are hovering, the woman shapes to speak
DAD (intercepts)

Yes we are, and no you can’t

23. INT. SCHOOL ROOM — DAY — D1
JAKE and his band are playing a rather chaotic song, we cut to KAREN’S chair. She is not there

24. INT. SCHOOL CORRIDOR — DAY - D1

A long corridor, JAKE’S band music is drifting down it. At the end of this very long corridor, we find
KAREN, she stops to look at some of the artwork on the walls. There is a drawing by Ben entitled ‘My
Sister’. The head is clearly KAREN’s but panning down we discover that she has the body of a dragon
which is ripping a small animal open
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MR. HUNSLET
Because obviously if it was an official complaint the school would
have to take it extremely seriously and that would set a number
of procedures in motion

DAD
Good, well -

MR. HUNSLET
Provided there was evidence. Hard evidence. Do you have hard
evidence?

MUM

Well, um..ish...hard-ish...evid-not firsthand evidence as such,
more second-hand...sort of rumour, from a ...source

MR. HUNSLET
How reliable is this source?

This is the killer question. Both MUM and DAD can’t help looking across to BEN who is pulling a face.

MUM
We...we...don’t want to make any official complaint

MR. HUNSLET
Alrighty, well if that’s everything, only —

DAD
(grasping nettle)
Actually there is something else. Ben has been mugged twice
already this term

MR. HUNSLET
Yes... class average I’'m afraid

DAD
Well what'’s the school proposing to do about it

MR. HUNSLET
Um....Well what can we do?

DAD
You could ask for plain clothes patrols or —
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MR. HUNSLET
We've suggested that, but the police say they have ‘other

manpower priorities’...like booking me for speeding at two in the
morning on a perfectly clear road.

DAD
Well, I happen to be a teacher and | feel that this school is not

34
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KAREN
So | don’t want to be a Catholic any more...Anyway they’ve
all these silly rules about women

MUM
Right

KAREN
It would have been hard for me to become Pope

MUM
It’s their loss

KAREN
Could I become Archbishop of Canterbury?

MUM
Well, maybe one day

KAREN
What's Canterbury like? Has it got a Nandos?

MUM
Um....probably

KAREN
Ben’s done a drawing of me as a dragon
(she rolls over to go to sleep)
| rather like that

MUM turns out the light

30. INT. HALL. NIGHT — N1
DAD is closing the door, there are sirens outside

DAD
I've put out the milk bottles... there are two foxes sitting, waiting
by the gate.

MUM (coming down the stairs)
It’s bins night
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They start to do night time things in the kitchen

MUM
We were right to let him stay out, weren’t we?

DAD
‘Course we were

37






Outnumbered IV “ Episode 4 ~ Shooting Script ~ 16™ March 2011 39

MUM
Yeah...suppose so...we did do the right thing about Oliver and the
drugs, didn’t we?

DAD
Well we couldn’t just sit on the information, could we, that would
have been irresponsible.

MUM
No, we had to tackle it somehow

DAD
(picking up the bin bag)
Exactly. And we did the right thing by bringing it to the attention
of the school.

MUM
They won’t know the anonymous note was from us, will they?

34. INT. HALL — DAY - D1

DAD
No, I did it in block capitals, we’ll be fine

END



