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JAKE, BEN, KAREN and BEN’S guest DEION, sit around the kitchen table.  

MUM’s serving up.   

 

The children are playing insults (i.e.) 

 

    BEN 

  You are a smelly hippopotamus bottom. 

 

    DEION 

  You are Darth Vaderôs snot. 

 

    KAREN 

  You are penguin sick. 

 

JAKE is messaging on his laptop but joins in without looking up. 

 

    JAKE 

  Youôre all stinky brain-juice from a diseased Cave Troll. 

 

MUM joins in enjoying this. 

 

    MUM 

  Youôre aédead warthogôs burp. 

 

    BEN 

  Youôre dead elephant poo. 

 

And itôs all downhill from there...lots more of poo and wee.  It goes a bit Tourettes.  

MUM ties to stop them. 

 

    MUM 

  OK, OK, thatôs enoughéthatôs enough! 

 

She brings over dinneréburgers, potatoes, peas, corn.  She gives a plate to DEION 

and BEN. 

 

    MUM 

Here we goénice family dinner éall of us together 

éapart from Dadéwhoôs late. 

    

BEN 
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    MUM 

Quiet weôre not playing that game any more, letôs play 

something else, I know óFortunately ï Unfortunatelyô. 

OK who wants to start? 

 

    BEN  

(puts his hand up) 

  Unfortunately I hate burgers 

 

    MUM 

  You said you liked burgers. 

 

    BEN 

  When did I say that? 

 

    MUM 

  When you wouldnôt eat your fish.  I mean, what do you like? 

 

    BEN 

  Pudding. 

 

    MUM 

  You canôt just eat pudding. 

 

    BEN 

  You can.  If you are a vegetarianant. 

 

    MUM 

Vegetarians 
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        DEION 

Please may I have some lager é 

(MUM laughs) 

...Red stripe if youôve got it?   

(MUM stares)   

My Dad gives it me. 

 

    BEN 

  Can I have red stripe too? 

 

    MUM 

(evasion) 

We were going to play óFortunately-Unfortunatelyô, 

werenôt we. 

 

    BEN 

  Iôll start. 

 

    MUM  

(instant) 

No, itôs OK, Iôll start..umé óFortunatelyé.the dragon 

who came to stay was friendly...ô 

 

The kids play this game ï for real ï then the phone rings.  MUM goes to answer but 

canôt find it. 

    JAKE 

  Mumé 

 

He reaches under a bag on the chair and hands her the walkabout.  She grabs it. 

 

    MUM 

  Helloé 

 

She stares at the phone a bit perplexed. 

 

    MUM 

  Ohé just put it down. 

 

    JAKE 

Ottoôs Dad kept getting that and it turned out it was 

Ottoôs Mumôs boyfriend. 

 

MUM is just a little flustered by this.  JAKE is still on the computer. 

 

    MUM 

  Can you not do that at meal timesé 

 

    JAKE 

  Iôm revising. 

 





OUTNUMBERED 
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    MUM 

Donôt we all  

(She takes the phone).   

Sorry Dad, no she hasnôt seen fit to tell us when sheôs 

dropping by.   

(Grandad doesnôt understand).   

No I donôt know when  sheôs coming back. 

 

 

 

 

 

BEN and KAREN start shouting at each other and pushing. 

 

    MUM 

Dad look, sorryéIôll ring you back in a bit.   

(She comes off the phone) 

  Ben, Karen! 

 

As she walks to the table she sees BEN has eaten everything. 

 

    MUM 

Ben, well done, you see you did like it.  And well done 

you, Deion. 

 

She turns to KAREN who hasnôt eaten anything. 

 

    MUM 

  Karené 

 

    DEION 

  Whoôs Angela? 

 

    BEN 

Thatôs my Auntie.  Sheôs my mumôs older sister and she 

lives in America and every now and then she comes and 

visits us and Mum goes really weird. 

 

    MUM  

(over near sink) 

I do not go weird. 

 

    KAREN 

Every time she comes her hairôs a different colour and 

sheôs got a different boyfriendé.this oneôs called Trent. 

 

     

1B INT. KITCHEN - DAY 1B 
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KAREN  

(to DAD) 

  Why do they make you go to your school? 

 

    DAD 

  You mean teach there?...wellé 

 

    KAREN 

  Were you naughty? 

 

    DAD 

  No.  I chose toé 

 

    KAREN 

  Why? 

 

    DAD 

Well, it was a long time ago when Daddy was young, 

and he thought that he could get quite rough children to 

learn to love historyéDaddy was wrong.  Now, eat your 

peas. 

 

    KAREN 

  Itôs not my bowl. 

 

    DAD 

  Donôt be silly, come on, just eat up. 

 

    

DAD smells something.  He looks down the back of (i.e.) a bench. 

 

    DAD 

  Whatôs that? 

 

MUM comes over to look. 

 

    MUM 

  Benôs dinner.  (Anger plus admiration) 

  Oohéheôs good. 

 

  

 

BEN gets an alarm clock and puts it on a table. 

 

BEN has a metal laundry basket and puts it over his head and shoulders.  DEION has 

a large metal waste paper basket and puts it over his head.  They go to opposite ends 

of the room.  The alarm clock goes off.  They run at full speed towards each 

otherécut toé 

2 INT. BEN’S ROOM - DAY 2 
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Thereôs a loud metallic crash from upstairs.  DAD looks up and decides to ignore it.  

He cuts KAREN’s burger in two.  Weôre aware of MUM starting to embark on 

cleaning up BENôs discarded dinner. 

 

    DAD 

Alright, hereôs the deal, you eat half your burger and these 

vegetables. 

 

He makes a pile. 

 

    KAREN 

  You know I donôt do corn. 

 

    DAD 

  OKéno corn, but all the peas. 

 

    KAREN 

  Iôve told you again and again that I hate broccoli. 

 

    DAD 

  OKé just a few of the peas, but all the potato. 

 

    KAREN 

  Iôll do the corn. 

 

Mix to é 

Ten minutes later. We fade up on both their voices in mid-negotiation. 

 

    DAD 

  OK, final offer - Five more spoonfuls. 

 

     

KAREN 

  Two. 

 

    DAD 

  OK, Four 

 

    KAREN 

  Two. 

 

DAD tries to make a joke. 

 

    DAD 

  A billion. 

 

KAREN just looks at him.  She is not amused. 

3 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 3 
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DAD 

  éRight 

 

    MUM 

His writingôs much better than Benôséand his 

drawingé
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    KAREN 

( O.O.V.) 

  Can someone get Pusscat from the car? 

 

    MUM 

  OK. 

 

Her mobile goes off and this time she finds it. 

 

    MUM 

  Veronica,  youé!  

(She answers the phone oversweetly) 

  Helloé 

 

 

 

 

She walks out of the room.  Thereôs the sound of one of those biscuit jars with an 

animal noise when you open the lid.  DAD turns to see BEN at the biscuit jar. 

 

    BEN 

  Mum said we could. 

 

    DAD 

  You dropped all your tea down there! 

 

    BEN 

No!  That was Deion.  Itôs not fair.  Why do you always 

say it was me? 

 

    DAD 

  Because youôre not famous for telling the truth are you? 

 

    BEN 

  No.  Iôve been doing really wellé. 

 

He goes and gets a chart. 

 

    BEN 

  Seeélooké 

 

Under óBenô it says 
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MUM 





OUTNUMBERED ² EPISODE TWO ² SHOOTING SCRIPT ² 16.05.07                                            Page 18 

  DAD  

(taking flight) 

Oh itôs bin night  

(leaves) 

 

  MUM 

Angela doesnôt approve of bins. 

 

  DAD  

(OOV) 

Doesnôt she? 

 

 

 

 

 

DEION stands there as BEN runs around him with a toilet roll, wrapping him up.  

This is the third or fourth toilet roll and only DEION’s eyes are showing. 

 

MUM comes in.   

 

    BEN 

  Hey look Mummy, itôs a Mummy! 

 

She decides to ignore the toilet rolls and concentrate on the lying. 

 

    MUM 

  Yeh, Deion, I just need to talk to Ben for a moment. 

 

The Toilet Roll Mummy shuffles out the door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  BEN 

I didnôt do it. 

 

  MUM 

What? 

 

BEN’s caught himself out. 

 

    BEN 

  The broken toilet roll holder? 

 

4 INT. BEN’S ROOM - DAY 4 

4A INT. BEN’S ROOM - DAY 4A 
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    BEN 

  Thatôs what I do.  Itôs not lying. 

 

MUM 

So, for example, saying you didnôt throw quiche on the 

conservatory roof when you did throw quiche on the 

conservatory roof, that was sarcasm. 

     

BEN 

  Yes. 

 

    MUM 

  Oh brillianté 

 

    BEN 

  Sarcasm? 

 

    MUM 

  Yes, thatôs sarcasm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KAREN is joining up lots of straws to make a long super-straw which eventually she 

uses to drink orange juice from across the room. 

 

 

 

 

 

JAKE sprawls watching T.V. 

DAD comes inéso casual heôs a bit weird. 

 

    DAD 

  Anything good? 

 

JAKE shakes his head. 

 

    DAD 

  So why you watching it? 

 

JAKE shrugs 

 

    JAKE 

  Because itôs on. 

5 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 5 

6 INT. LIVING ROOM - DAY 6 
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    DAD 

Some stupid parent made some stupid complaint, but I 

am absolutely not a racist, OK?
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    MUM 

  I canôt believe you were trying to keep it quiet. 

 

    DAD  

  I was going to tell you when it was all over. 

 

    MUM 

  Brilliant, now Iôve got two of my family lying to me. 

 

    DAD 

  I didnôt want to worry you. 

 

MUM 

Anything else you donôt want to worry me about?  

Your conviction for war crimes? 

    DAD 

  No.  No definitely not. 

 

    MUM 

  Good. Peteéwe should share things like this. 

 

    DAD 

  No.  Youôre rightéEré 

 

    MUM 

  Yes? 

 

    DAD 

  There was an incident that was a little bit similar last year. 

 

    MUM 

  How similar? 

 

    DAD 

Similar in that it was a completely baseless complainté 

(MUM is still looking at him) 

éthat went to the governorsé 

 

  MUM 

Oh foré 

 

  DAD 

You just canôt make jokes these dayséthey expect you 

to be robots.  I mean that joke had not racial aspect, it 

was just an unfortunate coincidence that she was 

pregnant. 
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KAREN gives it to him. 

 

    KAREN 

  Iôm worried about bullyingé 

    

    JAKE 

  Youôre being bullied? 

 

    KAREN 

  I pushed Maisie Warburton. 

 

    JAKE 

Youôre worried youôre a bully?  How many times did 

you push Maisie Warburton? 

 

    KAREN 

  Once. 

 

    JAKE 

  Then what happened? 

 

    KAREN 

She pushed me back. Then we played Spy Dudes. 

 

  JAKE 

Spy Dudes? 

 

  KAREN 

We follow Miss Patel around and try and hear what sheôs 

sayingéher husbandôs got goutéI donôt know what that 

is. 

    JAKE 

  Look, donôt worry Karenéyouôre not a bully, OK. 

 

    KAREN 

  Can I have my toy back now? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    DAD 

Look, when the last complaint thing flared up, it - it 

was just after your Mum died and I thought you didnôt 

need anything else on your plate. 

 

 

8 INT. LIVING ROOM 8 
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    MUM 

  But after thatéyou could have told me then. 

 

    DAD 

Then you got caught up in that row with Angelaéyou 

know, when she left you to sort out the willéthen 

wanted that second funeral which was upsetting for 

youé 

 

    MUM 

Oh God yeahéwhen she was going through her Druid 

phaseéRemember that Shamen bloke who kept asking 

for petrol moneyéIôm surprised she didnôt want to dig 

Mum up and leave her on a mountaintop for the vultures 

to eat. 

 

    DAD 

(puts his arms around her) 

  Ohécome onéSheôs not that bad. 

 

They cuddle for a moment. 

     

DAD 

Still, at least we know whatôs been worrying Jake nowé 

he thinks his dad is a Grand Imperial Wizard in the Ku 

Klux Klané Iôll talk to himé This whole complaint 

thing is just absurd. 

 

    MUM 

  Nothingôll come of it surely. 

 

    DAD 

  Of course not, itôll justé 

 

    MUM 

  Fizzle outé 

    

    DAD 

  Blow over. 

 

 

    MUM 

  Of course it will. 

 

There is a beat where they both have a little voice in the back of their heads telling 

them that thereôs trouble ahead. 

 

They hear BEN’s voice outside. 
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DEION runs off, or MUM and 
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    MUM 

  This is September.  Halloweenôs not till October 

 

    TEENAGER ONE 

  I know but weôre away then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAD has got DEION. 

 

    DAD 

Okey dokey Deion, did you bring anything?  

(DEION looks blank)  

Coat?  Book Bag?  

(DEION looks blank)   

Shoes you must have brought shoesé 

 

    BEN 

  How long would it take to fill an elephant? 

   

    DAD 

  A long timeéDeion, where are our shoes? 

 

    BEN 

  How long? 

 

    DAD 

  What do you meanéwith food? 

 

    BEN 

  Wateré 

 

    DAD 

  If it drank water?   

(to DEION)  

Theyôre my shoes. 

 

  BEN 

  If it was a bucketé if the elephant was a bucketé 

 

    DAD 

  What?é Deion are these yours? 

 

 

12 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 12 
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    DEION 

  I donôt know. 

 

    BEN 

  And you were filling it up from a tapé 

 

    DAD 

  7 hours 22 minutes. 

 

 

 

 

MUM comes back in. 

 

    DAD 
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The home phone ringsé
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DAD sits on the stairs momentarily defeated and bone weary.  KAREN turns up. 

 

    KAREN 
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    MUM 

I whipped out to Boots and Karen took Pusscat, and I 

think she must have dropped her.
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ANGELA 

  Surprise! 

 

She hugs MUM 

 

    MUM 

  Itôs a surprise alright.  Why didnôt you ring. 

 

    ANGELA 

  Oh God here we goé so itôd be a surprise of course! 

 

    DAD  

(from further up the hall) 

  Hello Angelaé 

 

    ANGELA  

(sweeping past MUM) 

  Hi, honey! 

 

She gives DAD a very energetic hug and kiss that he joins in with a bit 

awkwardly.  ANGELA shoots to the kids. 

 

ANGELA  

(moving through into Kitchen) 

  Guys, where are you?...itôs Auntie Angelaé 

 

    MUM 

  Itôs bedtime, donôt get them excitedé 

 

    ANGELA 

  And sheôs got presents! 

 

Meanwhile, in the hall, DAD trudges ANGELA’s bag which is on the doorstep. 

 

 

 

 

  

    ANGELA 

So how are you allé?  

(to children)  

Who loves their Auntie Angela? 

 

   BEN 

Me! Me! Me! 

 

DAD walks in humping her bag.  He puts it down and feels his sore back. 

 

14 INT. KITCHEN - DAY 14 
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    ANGELA 

  Iôm staying with Dad. 

     

MUM 

  éWhat? 

   

ANGELA 

Iôm going to stay with Dad.  Iôm moving back from the 

States to stay with him full time.  I did a whole load of 

thinking on holiday 

�« 


