
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Far Side Of The Moore 
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CHARACTERS 

PATRICK MOORE (early 30s)...eccentric amateur astronomer 

PAUL JOHNSTONE (mid 30s)...BBC science producer  

DR HENRY KING (40s) ...soon-to-be head of the BAA 

PERCY WILKINS (60s) ...Moore’s mentor 

EILEEN WILKINS (early 20s) ...Percy’s daughter 

ARTHUR C CLARKE (late 30s)...Moore’s friend 

GERTRUDE MOORE (60s)...Moore’s mother 

LEONARD MIALL (40s)...BBC Head of Talks  

 

ANNOUNCER; STUDIO FM; TRANSMISSION CONTROL;
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 SCENE 1.INTRO. 

 

SFX SPACEY FX/MUSIC 

 

ANNOUNCER The following drama is based on the 

true story of Patrick Moore and the 
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Patrick. 

 

PATRICK MOORE (34 yrs)(FROM STUDIO) My entire life 

depends on what I do in the next 
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PATRICK (CHOKING) What the- 

 

GERTRUDE Don’t gulp, dear. 

 

SFX SHAKING JOURNAL/NEWSPAPER 

 

PATRICK (SPLUTTERING) I can’t breathe. 

 

GERTRUDE Undo your tie.. And please do  stop 

with the amateur dramatics, 

Patrick..at least until after 

breakfast. 

 

PATRICK How would you react to this 

appalling review, mother?  

 

SFX SHUFFLES JOURNAL 

 

GERTRUDE  (READS)..‘With his forced visual 

images and vague generalities, 

author Patrick Moore  is flirting 

with science.  In ‘Suns, Myths and 

Men’, this amateur astronomer sows 

the seeds of irrationality.’ ..Not 

very glowing. 

 

PATRICK 
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PAUL Do you know what, Patrick? I think 

my search could be over. Have you 

heard of a chap called George 

Adamski? (FADE) 

 

PATRICK  (VOICE-OVER) The day had gone well. 

Good fortune from the ashes.. 

 

PATRICK He’s invited me to talk on the 

television.. 

 

GERTRUDE Wonderful.  The cats are also 

excited… 

 

GERTRUDE/PATRICK  (PERFORM)VERDI’S ‘QUESTA O QUELLA’ 

 

PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) Verdi’s ‘Questa o 

Quella’ was a fitting song to 

celebrate with. I accompanied on the 

piano...We’re very close – mother 

and I. Home-schooled me on account 

of  my  dicky ticker … gave me my 

first book on astronomy. Father was 

never interested. I was the wrong 

son for a WW1-hero  who couldn’t 

understand why his only child wanted 

to spend his days in books and his 

nights looking at the stars.  Some 

arm-chair psychologist will probably 

read something painfully meaningful 

in all that: ‘our father who art in 

heaven’ 

Some ching 
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to the recent sighting of Arend-

Roland.. 

 

PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) I didn’t take a stick 

to the  BAA meeting – but I kept my 

brolly handy. My scientist friend, 

Arthur Clarke,  was there. Clever 

chap. Invented geoID 28>> BDC BT

1 0 0ID 40>> BDC BT6v, Tm

[(chap. )] TJ

ET

 EMCS616 681.46 Tm
[Croy.Pusr
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 THE GROUP CHUCKLE 

 

PATRICK If it’s amusement Dr King is seeking 

perhaps it will amuse him to know 

that my book  inspired

d

d



PATRICKEILEENPATRICK(HUSHED) smile from ARTHUR the TRANSMISSION).   tele 
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SFX TURNING BOOK PAGES 

 

MIALL This him on the back cover? 

 

PAUL Yes. 

 

MIALL A monocle? How ancient is he? 

 

PAUL 33. He’s worn it since he was 16. 

Yes, he’s a little eccentric. 

 

MIALL Hm.. Read this. 

 

SFX PAMPHLET THROWN ONTO TABLE 

 

PAUL ‘Frankie Looks Up’..? 

 

MIALL When Helen said you wanted to pitch 

an astronomy series I remembered 

Percy Lamp sent me this.. That new 

producer. Friend of Frankie Howerd. 

 

PAUL (READS) ‘Join the country’s 

favourite comedian explore space 

with his assistant,
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they exist?’ with George Adamski. 

 

ARTHUR Ah...You know, he  claims to have 

taken flights with aliens t
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SFX (DISTANT) AIR RAID SIREN.BOMBING.  2DIS2TJ12.66EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 946.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTAN12.66EMC  /PAre you mad?<</MCID 1>> BDC BT

/F1 12 Tf046.05 743.98 Tm

[(332.47TJ12.66EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 116DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T697.06EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 1111.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T681.46EMC  /PPATRICK<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 1246.05 743.98 Tm

[(1
0.J

681.46EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 146DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA681.46EMC  /PNo, <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 156DISTANT) AIR RAID<.8TA681.46EMC  /PPatrick, ttoually <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 166DISTANT) AIR RAID404.47T681.46EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 176DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T665.7

MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 1811.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T650.14EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 1946.05 743.98 Tm

[( 2DIS2T650.14EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2046.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA650.14EMC  /P(CHUCKLESMBIYou re<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 216DISTANT) AIR RAID368.47T650.14EMC  /Pally should <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2111.62 743.98 Tm

[(454.9T650.14EMC  /Pfind <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2246.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA634.54EMC  /Pyour way <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 246DISTANT) AIR RAID310.8TA634.54EMC  /Pto a shelter<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 256DISTANT) AIR RAID397.27A634.54EMC  /P <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 266DISTANT) AIR RAID404.47T634.54EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 276DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T618

 EMC  /P <</MCID 1>> BDC BT

/F1 12 T2811.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T603.)] MC  /PPATRICK<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2946.05 743.98 Tm

[( 
0.J

603.)] MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2046.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA603.)] MC  /PAnd waste this view?<</MCID 1>> BDC BT

/F1 12 T316DISTANT) AIR RAID3SFX)7
603.)] MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2111.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T587.59 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2246.05 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T571.99EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 346DISTANT) AIR RAID 2DIS2T571.99EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 256DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA571.99EMC  /PAre you a Peeping Tom?<</MCID 1>> BDC BT

/F1 12 T366DISTANT) AIR RAID404.47T571.99EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 276DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T556.27AMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 2811.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T5
0.67 MC  /PPATRICK<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 3946.05 743.98 Tm

[( 
0.J

5
0.67 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 4046.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA5
0.67 MC  /PGod forbid <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 4f

1 0 0 1 90.424 743.98 Tm

[(32 n

A5
0.67 MC  /<00B1></MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 42

1 0 0 1 90.024 743.98 Tm

[(332.47T5
0.67 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 4246.05 743.98 Tm

[(339.67 5
0.67 MC  /Punless that includes <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 446DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA52 n07 MC  /Pthe man in the moon <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 456DISTANT) AIR RAID39FX)7
52 n07 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 466DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T509.47TMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 476DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T re
75EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 4811.62 743.98 Tm

[( 2DIS2T re
75EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 4946.05 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA re
75EMC  /P..A <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 5046.05 743.98 Tm

[(<.8TA re
75EMC  /Pstar<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 516DISTANT) AIR RAID303.6TA re
75EMC  /P-<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 5111.62 743.98 Tm

[(310.8TA re
75EMC  /Pgazer <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 5246.05 743.98 Tm

[(354.07  re
75EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 546DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T 78.15EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 556DISTANT) AIR RAIDSFX)] T 62.55 MC  /PPATRICK<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 566DISTANT) AIR RAID 
0.J

 62.55 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 576DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA 62.55 MC  /PAnd who do I have the pleasure?<</MCID 1>> BDC BT

/F1 12 T5811.62 743.98 Tm

[(469.3
 62.55 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 5946.05 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T (DI95 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 6046.05 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T 31.21EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 616DISTANT) AIR RAID 2DIS2T 31.21EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 6111.62 743.98 Tm

[((DISTA 31.21EMC  /PI <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 63

1 0 0 1 90.424 743.98 Tm

[(260.JTA 31.21EMC  /<005A0052005100B600570003></MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 64

1 0 0 1 90.024 743.98 Tm

[(303.6TA 31.21EMC  /Ptell you unti<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 656DISTANT) AIR RAID397.27A 31.21EMC  /Pl you get  to <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 666DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA 15.61EMC  /Psafety. <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 676DISTANT) AIR RAID303.6TA 15.61EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 6811.62 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T40FX)1EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 6946.05 743.98 Tm

[(SFX)] T384.29 MC  /PPATRICK<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7046.05 743.98 Tm

[( 
0.J

384.29 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 716DISTANT) AIR RAID(DISTA384.29 MC  /P(VOICE<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7111.62 743.98 Tm

[(89.2TA384.29 MC  /P-<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7246.05 743.98 Tm

[(96.JTA384.29 MC  /POVERMBI<</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 746DISTANT) AIR RAID339.67 384.29 MC  /PLorna, Luna. <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 756DISTANT) AIR RAID433.27A384.29 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 76

1 0 0 1 90.024 759.94 Tm

[( )] TJ
369.05 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 77

1 0 0 1 90.224 759.94 Tm

[( )] TJ
353.09 MC  /P/P <</MCID 2>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7811.62 743.98 Tm

[( )] TJ
353.09 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7791KNtB0(UNTtX)] >> BDC B9PBDC BT /P <</MCID 3>TRANGC  /P(VOICE<</MCID 3>aqBDC 3et

1 0 0 1 779  0 0 1 5111.62 743.98D 3TA384.29 MC  /POVERMBI<</MCID 3>> BDC )TNetC 3et

1 0 0 1AeoK 779  0 0 1 5111.62 743951EMC  /P <</MCID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 546D.t49.05 7 Tm8)] TJ7992T

6EMC  ET

q/P <</MCID 38DC BT

1 0 0 1 63

1 0 0 1 337.49R RAIDSFX)] RADIO 0 0 SMISSION)7A384.29 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> B8C BT

1 0 0 1 546DISTANT) 337.49R RAIC B9PBDC BT /P <</MCID 3>TRANG84C BT

1 0 0  0 0 1 33443.914443.9 TJ7992T

6EMC  ET

q/P <</MCID 385/MCID 2>> BDC7BT

1 0 0 1 7811.62 743.22.13R RAIDSFX)] TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>86/MCID 2>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 7811.62 743.06.17 3et

1 0UDIO FMJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>8C BT

1 0 0 1 6811.61ANT823.06.17 3et

1TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>8C BT

1 0 0 1 7791KN 0 0 1 306.17 3et

1(ETHEREAL0 1 5111.62 743.98D 3TA384.29 MC  /P(VOICE<</MCID 3
1 0 0 306.17 3et

1Li.98R R20 seconds27A384.29 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> B9  /POVERMBI<</MCID 3 743.9.06.17 3et

1TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>9</MCID 2>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 111.62 743.262 57 3et

1TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>9C BT

1 0 0 1 2246.05 743.9DIST97 3et

1TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>93CID 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 77

1 0 0 1 9259.5 TJ
0.7

0re
67 0.40 1 50f*>> BDC BT
9moon <</MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 259.5 TJ
0.7
SCENE
0re
67 0.40 1 50qAID.0013.9-0.1213) A95.44G842.04D 0>> BDC Bf*>> BDC BT
9ng Tom?<</MCID 1>> BD 743.9259.5 TJ
0.7
87A384.29 MC QAIDSFX)D 743.9255)] T14.570.2T

6EMC  ET

q/P <</MCID 39 4>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1>> BDC 259.5 TJ
0.DSFX)] TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>9C BT

1 0 0 1 6811.6246.05 259.5 TJ
0.7
INT. BBC OFF.2T. DAYJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>9 BT

1 0 0 1 5946.05 .05 7259.5 TJ
0.7

0re
67 0.40 1 50f*>> BDC BT
99C BT

1 0 0  0 0 1 255)] T40 170.2T

6EMC  >> BDC 255)] T15143.91.2T

6EMC  ET

q/P <</MCID 3.02/MCID 2>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 111.62 743.240 62TJ
0.DSFX)] TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>10C BT

1 0 0 1 1111.62 743.922843.9
[( )] TJ
353.09 MC  /P <</MCID 3>> B10C BT

1 0 0 1 246.05 743.9822843.9
[( )]TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>10D 3>> BDC BT

1 0 0 1 246DI22843.9
[( )]KNOCK, KNOCKJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>10/MCID 4>> BDC BT

1 0 743.922843.9
[( )]TJ12.66EMC  /PLORNA<</MCID 3>10
1 0 0 1 66DISTANT)224.78 1 2DIST TJ7992T

6EMC  ET

q/P <</MCID 310C BT

1 0 0 1 476DISTANT) 212.3R RAIDSFX



 17 

MIALL It was sent for my attention from 

The British Astronomical 

Association. 

 

SFX SHUFFLES PAPER 

 

PAUL (BEAT) It’s not the same book I 

read. 

 

MIALL Where does Moore teach? Cambridge? 

 

PAUL No. 

 

MIALL One of those ‘Lucky Jim’ red-brick 

wallahs? 

 

PAUL He doesn’t teach. 

 

MIALL Research scientist? 

 

PAUL He’s just with the BAA. 

 

MIALL So an amateur. 

 

PAUL One of the best science 

communicators I’ve met. 

 

MIALL You’re trying to foist another 

amateur onto Auntie? 

 

PAUL
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they were dentures..Lost the real 

ones in Bomber Command.. Is that 

important? 

 

MIALL I suppose dentures are okay.. The 

resolution is very low on these 

cameras ..but an amateur. The 

Director General won’t like it: an 

amateur  representing astronomy at 

the BBC.. It looks cheap.. 

 

PAUL It doesn’t matter anyway. He’s 

turned us down. 

 

MIALL Turned us down!? 

 

PAUL He called this morning. Something 

about a spat with another BAA 

member.. Probably why this landed on 

your desk.. 

 

MIALL Ruddy cheek.. Well, good riddance.  

 

SFX (UNDER) STRANGE BEEPING (SPUTNIK 1 

RADIO TRANSMISSION). 

 

STUDIO FM (ETHEREAL) Live in 15 seconds.. 

 

 

 SCENE 9. INT. PATRICK’S OBSERVATORY. 

DAY 

 

MUSIC (DISTANT) ROSSINI’S ‘UNA VOCE POCO 

FA’ 

 

BBC NEWS ANNOUNCER (ON RADIO SPEAKER) ..And many 

American politicians have 

interpreted Mr Khrushchev comment 

'We will bury you' as a nuclear 

threat.  

 

PATRICK (HUFFING) 
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GERTRUDE Oh, you’re in one of your black 

moods. 

 

SFX (DISTANT) CAR HORN 

 

GERTRUDE Oo, I think it’s a Morris Minor.. 

 

PATRICK .. Lorna and I even named our 

children.. 

 

MUSIC (DISTANT) ROSSINI’S‘UNA VOCE POCO 

FA’ 

   

GERTRUDE I like this part..(SINGS ALONG) 

(UNDER) Ma se mi toccano / Dov'è  il  

mi  ode  bole.. 

 

SFX (UNDER) STRANGE BEEPING (SPUTNIK 1 

RA
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KING Ah, the television man. 

 

PAUL Wasn’t that a fantastic talk?  

Please tell him to reconsider.. 

 

KING Reconsider? 

 

PAUL That Patrick is the TV astronomer 

the BBC are  looking for.. to be at 

the forefront of space science 

communication. 

 

KING I wouldn’t know about that. (MOVES 

OFF) 

 

ARTHUR That poured cold water on him. 

 

PERCY Well done. 

 

EILEEN Yes. 

 

PATRICK ..I suppose you want me to agree to 

your Flying Saucer programme now. 

 

PAUL That’s not why I..But don’t let me 

stop you.. 

 

ARTHUR We’ll leave you chaps to talk 

business.  

 

PAUL Good to meet. 

 

SFX FEET MOVE OFF 

 

PAUL Look, I know you feel it’s a gamble, 

but I promise you that it will be 

serious. 

 

EILEEN/PERCY (APPEARS) (DISTANT) Goodnight 

Patrick. 

 

PATRICK Goodnight, Percy. Night, Eileen. 

 

EILEEN (DISTANT) Wonderful presentation.  



 25 

 

PAUL It could lead to your own astronomy 

series. What have  you to lose? 

 

PATRICK Nothing – apart from my reputation, 

career and possibly that girl. 

 

 

 SCENE 12.INT. BBC STUDIO/OFFICE. DAY  

 

BBC NEWS ANNOUNCER We have our cameras pointing at the 

roof of the television studio here 

at Lime Grove... Any sign of a 

Flying Saucer, Mr Adamski? 

 

GEORGE ADAMSKI I sense a UFO is about to appear out 

of those clouds.  (MIX TO THROUGH 

TV SPEAKER)   I had a similar 

sensation  before I was abducted by 

that Venusian ship. 

 

DIRECTOR (NANCY THOMAS) Stay on Adamski, Camera 3. 

 

BBC NEWS ANNOUNCER (THROUGH TV SPEAKER) What does an  

astronomer  make of all this? 

 

DIRECTOR Coming to 2-shot on Camera 1.. 

 

MIALL Have you prepared him? 

 

PAUL A little, but he’s a law unto 

himself. 

 

MIALL 
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on how your performance in the 
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KING (ON PHONE) Patrick is a colleague at 

the British Astronomical 

Association. Nice chap but you do 

realise, he’s a hobbyist? 

 

MIALL It’s come to my attention. 

 

KING (ON PHONE) I would have expected the 

BBC to have invited a professional 

scientist to talk.  

 

MIALL Isn’t astronomy full of amateurs? 

 

KING (ON PHONE) Every discipline needs 

its foot-soldiers; but are they 

really the people to lead the 

campaign? I, myself, studied at 

Cambridge, PhD in Astrophysics.. 

(FADE) 

 

 

 SCENE 15.INT. PATRICK’S HOUSE. DAY  

 

SFX PHONE RING 

 

GERTRUDE Well, pick it up. 

 

PATRICK It could be a ‘no’. 

 

GERTRUDE You’ll only find out by answering. 

 

PATRICK I don’t want to hear a ‘no’. 

 

GERTRUDE (PICKS UPS) East Grinstead 13753.. 

Oh, yes, he is. 

 

PATRICK I don’t-..Er, hello.. 

 

EILEEN (ON PHONE) Patrick. 

 

PATRICK Eileen? 

 

EILEEN (ON PHONE) Please could you come 

over.  Father is in a terrible 
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EILEEN I’m sorry, Patrick. 

 

PATRICK It’s 
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KING (ON PHONE) 
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that took my father but with gas in 

1917.. Just took him 30 years to go. 

Sorry, I shouldn’t 
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PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) 
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prepared - under Leonard Miall’s 
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PAUL Not sure.  Head of Music was going 

to call when he had some 

inspiration. 

 

MIALL But the programme is tonight! 

 

SFX DOOR BURSTS OPEN 
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PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) ..to find that someone 

had put the wrong record in the 

sleeve. So off he went again .. 

 

NANCY THOMAS Two minutes to tx. Where the hell is 

my music? 

 

SFX FEET. DOOR BURSTS OPEN 

 

PAUL (BREATHLESS) Here. 

 

PATRICK (ON TALKBACK) Well done, old man. 

 

NANCY THOMAS Give it to the sound engineer. 

 

STUDIO FM (ON TALKBACK) Starting the clock. 

 

NANCY THOMAS No time to check it..Fingers crossed 

yo
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MIALL I’m sure the viewers will have 

enjoyed that.  

 

PATRICK I hope I shan’t be expected to 

perform it on every show? 

 

MIALL We’ll see what the weekly review 

say? 

 

 THEY LAUGH 

 

PATRICK What’s that? 

 

PAUL I go into a room with my peers to 

discuss the future of our programme 

while  giving me a good hiding. 

 

PATRICK Sounds like a BAA meeting. 

 

MIALL The hiding’s just for fun. Your 

future isn’t decided by the weekly 

review. 

 

PATRICK The viewers? 

 

MIALL Don’t be silly - the BBC doesn’t let 

the public decide what’s good for 

them. It’s all down to that chap 

there. 

 

PAUL The DG. 

 

MIALL He’s looking. Raise your glasses to 

the man who pays our wages. 

 

SFX CHINK OF GLASSES 

 

PAUL That’s the first time he’s 

acknowledged me. 

 

MIALL I spoke to him briefly on the way 

here. Especially taken to you, 

Moore.  Although he wondered why no 

letters appeared after your name. 



 44 

 

PATRICK I don’t need them, dear boy. 

 

MIALL I had to manoeuvre him around the 

issue  of  an amateur leading our 

new science programme. 

 

PATRICK Amateurs have always led the way in 

hands-on astronomy but I can give 

him Henry King’s number. He’s spoilt 

for letters. 

 

PAUL Dear god, no. 

 

MIALL DG also wanted to know what’s the 

plan for next month? Another comet? 

 

PATRICK Unfortunately, celestial 

showstoppers are only every 40 

years. 

 

MIALL
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dancing..especially Linda Hotchkin & 

The Silhouettes.. 

 

WOMAN’S VOICE One, and two and three and four.. 

 

PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) I called on  dear 

friends Percy Wilkins and Arthur C. 

Clarke to talk about their work. I 

even featured the new London 

Planetarium and it’s experts – all 

except the new Director. The snub  

was felt through the world of 

astronomy. ..Oh for small  

pleasures.. Alas, as anticipated, 

the audiences  fell away.. Not 

dramatically, but ‘The Adventures of 

Robin Hood’ 
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PATRICK Engaged to that foreign diplomat 

chap. ..I think my career is a 

little too insecure. I should have 

been  an accountant like father. 

 

GERTRUDE I’m afraid it’s that theatrical 

blood running through your veins... 

Sorry about that. 

 

PATRICK Don’t be silly, mother.  Television 

has been the best fun. 

 

GERTRUDE  Are you sure they won’t continue? 

 

PATRICK The Gods  at the Beeb decree that 

space isn’t ‘sufficiently part of 

people’s daily lives’ - perhaps when 

we’re flying to the moon. I just 

need to hang around for the next  

hundred years  for  that to happen. 

 

GERTRUDE I’m sure something will turn up in 

the meantime. 

 

NEWSREADER (DISTANT) Here is the  8 o’clock 

news on 4
th
 October  1957. 

 

GERTRUDE Shall I switch that off? 

 

PATRICK May as well. I’m coming in..I’ll 

just see if I can still spot Arend-

Roland. 

 

NEWSREADER  (DISTANT) The Soviet Union today 

admitted  the successful launch of 
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‘Flying Saucers From Mars – The 

Facts’ to Dr King at the London 

Planetarium. Signed Patrick Moore.. 

..I  arrived  
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PAUL And the public can turn to the BBC’s 

own expert. If only he had his own 

programme to hold their hand through 

this strange new world. 

 

PATRICK (UNDER) The Soviets call it Sputnik 

1. Thus, we can  assume  it’s the 

first of many they plan to shoot 

into orbit.. 

 

MIALL I think ‘The Sky At Night’ is 

guaranteed a longer lease of life. 

 

PAUL The Soviet Communists have saved the 

day. 

 

PATRICK (UNDER) It appears to be travelling 

about 18,000 mph; taking just 96.2 

minutes to orbit the Earth.  

 

PAUL What about his amateur credentials? 

 

MIALL Oh, I think it makes him 

approachable. 

 

PAUL And his eccentricity? 

 

MIALL He’s PG Wodehouse in space.. The 

public will love him. 

 

PATRICK (UNDER) It will eventually re-enter 

our atmosphere and completely burn 

up..No need to worry about  it 

landing on your head. 

 

PAUL Look, over there..watching him from 

Studio 1.  

 

MIALL It’s Tony Hancock and Sid James. 

 

PATRICK Sputnik wholeheartedly heralds the 

arrival of the space age. 
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SFX (UNDER) STRANGE BEEPING (SPUTNIK 1 

RADIO TRANSMISSION). 

 

PATRICK (VOICE-OVER) On the planet Gliese 

163c, they’ll just receiving the 

first ever ‘Sky At Night’ broadcast 

in the year 2015.. 

 

SFX ALIEN SPEECH 

 

PATRICK Where am I? 

 

LORNA Gliese 163c, I think. 

 

PATRICK Do they like me here? 

 

LORNA Of course. 

 

PATRICK This isn’t real, is it? 

 

LORNA Don’t be silly, darling. 

 

PATRICK ..Where are we going? 

 

LORNA Back to Earth. 

 

PATRICK ..Like Arthur’s ‘2001’..at the speed 

of light.. 

 

PATRICK  (ARCHIVE)..Grab a pair of binos, go 

outside, and learn your way around 

the sky. 

 

PATRICK More broadcasts? 

 

LORNA I suppose so. 

 

PATRICK  (ARCHIVE)..I'm only a four-

dimensional creature. Haven't got a 

clue how to visualise infinity. Even 

Einstein hadn't. I know because I 

asked him… 

 

PATRICK So ‘The Sky At Night’ carried on a 
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little longer.. 

 

LORNA Oh yes.. 55 years. 

 

PATRICK Heck, that’s astonishing. 

 

LORNA The longest ever running science 

programme ever. 

  

PATRICK Run by an amateur.. 

 

PATRICK  (ARCHIVE)..If a flying saucer landed 
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I'm not there I carry on as usual… 

 

PATRICK Was a television programme the sum 

total of my achievements? ..I 

suppose that’s the best an amateur 

can expect. 

 

LORNA


