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These notes relate to re-transmitted programmes, and were conceived 
within the 5–14 framework. While the 5–14 terminology has been 

retained, teachers are encouraged to consider the content in terms of its 
contribution to promoting successful learners, confident individuals, 

responsible citizens and effective contributors.
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Forward plan Environmental Studies: Social Subjects
Programmes 1, 2 
%XXEMRQIRX�SYXGSQI�JSGYW��7SGMEP�WYFNIGXW�¯�4ISTPI�MR�XLI�4EWX� � � � � � 0IZIP�%�&

Strands Pupil experience: what pupils should learn Resources Assessment
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Knowledge and 
understanding

People, events 
and societies of 
significance in the 
past
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Change and 
continuity, cause 
and effect
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Time and 
historical 
sequence
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When Gran and Grandpa were young

Introduction to the unit 
Both programmes in this unit look at life when grandparents were young in the 1950s 
and 1960s. The first programme looks at clothes and  people. The Happy Gang see how 
different lifestyles were, from music and entertainment to shopping for food. The second 
programme focuses on school life, in particular school dinners and playground games.

Suggested resources

UDPPఀ䨀匀䰀ༀ̀䰀儀ɵ逄谀䠀ༀݐH䜀䐁0嘀䄀圀̀圀
U�

http://www.atschool.co.uk
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk
http://www.fashion-era.com
http://www.decadesvintage.com
http://www.beatles.com
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk
http://www.oldtimecandy.com
http://www.gameskidsplay.net
http://www.playgroundfun.org.uk
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4VSKVEQQI�3RI People and what they wore
 — Transmission date 9 October 2008

Content
The Happy Gang are getting the flat ready for Uncle Stewart’s birthday. Mr P has found 
old records and a record player in Granny Tait’s attic. This provides the inspiration for 
the theme for the party, ‘The Good Old Days’. The Gang decorate the flat in the style of 
the 1950s and 1960s and dress up in the clothes that were worn during this time. The 
party is a great success and Uncle Stewart tells the Gang all about his life during the 
1950s and 1960s.

Learning outcomes
The learning aims of Programme One are

— to help the children identify with simple aspects of home life during the 1950s and 
1960s

— to develop an awareness of the changes in lifestyle between the 1950s and 1960s and 
the present day

— to identify aspects of the past which have brought about changes in the future

— to raise the children’s awareness of the developments in technology, such as music 
centres, televisions and communications, since the 1950s and 1960s.  

Suggested resources for the activities
Pictures of record player (available at http://www.fashion-era.com).

Camera.

Black and white photographs.

Pictures of 1950s and 1960s clothes especially Carnaby Chic and Teddy boys  
(available at http://www.fashion-era.com)

Music from 1950s and 1960s.

Beatles pictures & records (see web link above).

Signs for shops in structured play activities.

 

After the programme
:KDW did Mr P find in the attic?

:KHUH did people go to buy things like potatoes, bread and mince? 

:KHQ were the ‘Good Old Days’?

:K\ were The Happy Gang tidying Uncle Stewart’s house?

http://www.fashion-era.com
http://www.fashion-era.com
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Life in the 1950s and 1960s
In school we have been looking at lifestyles in the 1950s and 1960s. 
We talked about music, clothes, technology and shopping. 
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4VSKVEQQI�8[S School and games
 — Transmission date 16 October 2008

Content
The Happy Gang are preparing a packed lunch for a school trip. Granny Tait is surprised 
at the quantities and types of foods included in the packed lunch. This prompts a 
discussion about the types of foods and sweets that Granny Tait used to eat as a young 
girl. The Happy Gang also return to school as it was during the 1950s and 1960s and 
discover that there are many changes.

Learning outcomes
The learning aims of Programme Two are

— to develop an awareness of school life during the 1950s and 1960s

— to experience foods from the era

— to develop an awareness of why foods and menus have changed

— to experience and play traditional games from 1950s and 1960s

— to compare and contrast the differences in life between the 1950s and 1960s and the 
present day.  

Suggested resources for the activities
Recipe books with traditional recipes.

Pictures of food, sweets and school rooms.

Instructions and equipment for playground games.

 

After the programme
:KDW types of foods and sweets did people eat during the 1950s and 1960s?

:KHUH did the new kinds of food, like kebabs and wraps, originate from?

:KHQ children misbehaved in class, how were they punished?

:K\ did people have bad teeth or have to wear false teeth (IDOVHUV) in the 1950s and 1960s?
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Activities
Before the programme
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