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Jouspevdujpo

Uif Tfsjft
Hopscotch is designed to help young people develop skills in the areas of English 
Language, Expressive Arts and Personal and Social Development.

Uif Bjnt pg uif Tfsjft
The series is designed

— to provide sounds, words and music as resources for use in the classroom

— to foster respect for, and an interest in, Scottish culture

— to create an awareness of rhyme

— to provide material to captivate and stimulate young children, in order to encourage 
them to participate in discussion and follow-up activities both at school and at home, 
aided by the introduction of our exciting parent prompts.

Vtjoh uif Qsphsbnnft
The programmes are divided into three sections:

— Song box

— Sounds box

— Story box.

The programmes can be listened to in parts or in their entirety. We recommend that you 
listen to each programme in advance, and decide on pause points, at which you can ask 
the children key questions or flag up the `֠Ұӄ㔠嘀b者ကげur!吀堀f�u�b者ကti遈n趄g parSouce, as�䜀嘀ఀ儀؀圀䰀儀̀倰ҀрѠ؀者쀀MMѐԠְĐ
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Qsphsbnnft 2ì6 Buubjonfou pvudpnf gpdvt; Ubmljoh       Bhf 6í7

Tusboet Qvqjm fyqfsjfodf;  

xibu qvqjmt tipvme mfbso

Sftpvsdft Bttfttnfou 
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Bdujwjujft
Activities for the Hopscotch series have been designed primarily to develop skills in the 
areas of listening and talking.

It is hoped that word banks to highlight sounds, words and Scottish words will be made 
in class and added to throughout the series.

There is a Parent Prompt sheet to go with each programme. We suggest that you send a 
letter, similar to the one below, to the parents to accompany the first sheet.

Boe ĝobmmzæ
to bring the Hopscotch garden to life before the series starts, here is an introductory 
worksheet to set the scene.

Open Arms School
Positive Ethos Crescent

Homelinks
Mooreshire

Headteacher: Stella Brown
Tel: 123 456 789

Dear Parents,

We thought you might like the opportunity to work with your child, from time to 
time, on things we have done at school earlier that day. Other parents who have 
tried this have found that it has lots of benefits:

• it feels really good to take an active part in your child’s learning;

• your child will be excited to share with you in some of the work  
he or she has been doing ‘out of your sight’;

• it will be a valuable help in reading preparation and in general  
language development.

We are regularly using a BBC Education radio programme for schools, called 
Hopscotch. The programme helps to develop listening skills, and works across 
many other areas of the curriculum. The Parent Prompt sheet attached is the first 
of a number we will send home to you. It tells you a little bit about what we have 
been doing in class, and suggests one or two follow-up activities which it would 
be helpful for you and your child to share.

Don’t worry if you cannot manage it all. Any work you do together will be of 
benefit. We will talk to the children in class, the day after each sheet has been 
sent home, about how successful it has been. Sometimes there may be a song 
which they tried to learn from the programme. If it is a new tune, you may want 
to encourage your child to sing it for you. If we think you might know the tune 
already, then we will name it for you.

These Parent Prompts are certainly helpful but, most importantly, they should be 
fun. We would be very happy to hear how you get on.

Yours sincerely,
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Parent prompt

B B C  Learning Scotland Autumn 2008

Look it up

It’s good to do

It’s good to talk Reading Strategies Song
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Qsphsbnnf Uisff Dpmpvs jt bmm bspvoe
� ¯�8VERWQMWWMSR�HEXI����2SZIQFIV�����

Qsphsbnnf tzopqtjt
Moudie Mole is knitting a jumper for her 

wee cousin Mhairi, but all her wool is 
tangled up and she can’t find more than 
a tiny bit of each colour. There’s only one 
thing to do – knit her a rainbow jumper.

Cfgpsf uif qsphsbnnf
Talk about all the difffiԐҠMԄ뀀̀堀䰀Ұ一儀䴀圀



Parent prompt

B B C  Learning Scotland Autumn 2008

Colour is all around

It’s good to talk

It’s good to do

The Rainbow Song
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� ¯�8VERWQMWWMSR�HEXI����2SZIQFIV�����Qsphsbnnf tzopqtjt

Today the presenter is painting a picture 

for her Gran, to cheer her up. She decides she wants to paint a picture that’s full of 

her Gran’s favourite colours, so she paints a summer garden full of bright colourful flowers. A garden rainbow!Cfgpsf uif qsphsbnnf

Talk about different colours. Ask the children about their favourite colours. What are they? 

Why do they have favourite colours?

Tupsz cpy

Mandy’s Colourful Day by Fiona McGarry 

Mandy gets very confused when Mum describes her appearance as different colours. 

She can’t understand it – especially when she looks in the mirror and sees that her skin has definitely not changed colour.

Xfsf zpv mjtufojoh@

1 What did the presenter do to cheer her 

Gran up? 2 When did Mandy look ‘blue’ in today’s 

story?      3 When did Mandy look ‘pink’?4 Why was she as white as a sheet?

Juñt hppe up ubml

Talk about times when you’ve felt blue, pink, green or as white as a 

sheet. 

Do you think it’s a good idea to use 

colours to describe the way you feel? 

Why?

Kvtu jnbhjof"

‘Flowers for sale!’ 

Set up a flower shop in the class. Fill it full of bright, cheery, colourful flowers to encourage your customers to buy.

Tpvoet mjlf gvo"

1 Paint your own ‘rainbow garden’. Use bright, cheery colours for all the flowers. 2 Make a large frieze, with lots of different faces painted in different colours. Match the colour of the face to its expression.

Tpvoet boe xpset

Meaningful talkmurky painting mellow rainbow

Rhyme timered blue pink green

Listen and chatList colours from nature, like sky blue, grass green and so on.







Parent prompt

B B C  Learning Scotland Autumn 2008

Christmas in the sun  

It’s good to talk

It’s good to do

The Calypso Carol 


