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Supporting the creative economy through commitments to new and British
music

BBC radio services play an unparalleled role in supporting new, British music, and are
the catalyst for many songwriters and composers to begin their professional careers. In
2020, PRS for Music data shows that nearly 2,000 emerging creators received their first
ever musicroyalty from a BBC play. 7 of the top 10 biggest selling songs of 2022 came
from artists championed by their local BBC Music Introducing show.

Considering the unique position of the BBC as a public service broadcaster and its duty
to support the creative economy, it is noteworthy that only two of the four proposed
stations —Radio 1 Dance and Radio 3 extension —will provide a platform to support the
development and emergence of new music. This comes at a time when the BBC’s
championing of new music appears to be challenged in light of the cuts announced last
year to the number of BBC Music Introducing programmes broadcast on its local radio
stations, from 32 regional shows to 20.

With respect to supporting homegrown talent, it is promising that British music will
constitute at least one-third of overall content share across three of the four new radio
stations. However, such a requirement is not applied to the Radio 3 extension. The BBC
significantly enriches the UK’s classical music scene and is the primary commissioner of
contemporary classical music. Failing to ringfence part of Radio 3 extension radio plays
to British compositions would constitute a missed opportunity, particularly in the context
of concerns surrounding the future of the BBC'’s classical provision following last year’sBC’s



