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My responséo your Puble Interest consultatiowill concentrateon BBC Radio 2 as | was a
producer on that network in the 1980s and 90s.

Radio 2 in that era was a very differen¢aturendeed. Its schedule included:

* A weekly operetta programme

* A weekly brass & military band programme

* A weekly theatre orgaprogramme(1)

* A weekly dance band programme

* A weekly big band programme

* A six nights a week arts programme

* Invited audience concerts includiigiday Night Is Music Night more recenthSunday
Night Is Music Night which fortunately is to beelaunched on Radio 3

* Regular documentary series profiling popular (as opposed to pop) singers and endeataine
well as from time to time,specialist areas such as French cbhansand note thatthese
programmes di¢hot go out at midnight or sometire@ a.m. as they do now, vithe Diana
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music in the way that some younger folk graiufrom Radio 1 to Radio 2; yet their kind of

music has been increasingly denied them. More recently the BBC has rid itself of specialist
music presentergsome of them longerving- on its Local Radio stations, even though the

savings achieved must b@nimal.


http://www.angelradio.co.uk/
http://www.londonlightmusic.org.uk/

Hollywood musicalslts website also includes obituaries of signifigaarformers and creators
some of whonhave not been heard on the BB years.

The Light Music Societyv(ww.lightmusic.con) holds a vast library of scores, arrangements
andorchestral prts rescued from BBC skips when the Corporation decided to abandon that
area of musicThese can be hired fbve concerts and recitals.

,Q WKH % % &efp¥seSitsByhat the new stations will draw on the BBC's uniquely rich
archive but I think you will find the cupboard pretty bare when it comes to Raldior®. time
producers were regularly sent "Retention ListSbur prerecordedoutput and encouraged
surrende as many prgrammesas possible for wipingOf course even in the early 2000s the
ZKROH R 5D@Ccdded aut@ititas still on I3s tape, which took up a lot of space.

| speak with some authority as | was at one time commissioned to produce a nastlgic
series entitled’he Golden Days Of Radighich was to feature a 3@inute light entertaiment
showfollowed by a 3@minute music programme. | had no problem Jitidingthe comedy
programmes as they had usually beenrpo®rded on Sundaywhen the artists had a day off


http://www.lightmusic.com/

networks, which you have only tx@mnine the Radio Time®e realize are alreadyinning at
an unreasonably high levefhd does it honestly think that placiagfew advertisements on
podcass will solve its financial problen

My final comment is thalt find it nauseating that the thinking behind these propasdiased

almost exclusivelyon©DVV 7R LQWURGXFH QHZ VWDWLRQV EHFDXV
perceived to be underserved by the existing onpatmenising in the extreme. There are very

large numbers of middle class people who feel culturally abandoned by thénBHt&y once

admired andvhose services they still willinglyay for.

[Namewithheld|
25" March 2024.
Notes

1) A BBC spokesman said at the time that organ music would still be available as part of
5D G L Ehofia&V Evensonyg

2) Jo Whiley occasionally plays a Frank Sinaird&lla Fitzgeraldrack.

3) Which technically meant th&ock Around The Cloakas bannedhough Buldy Holly
was saved!

4) +DWFK DOVR DGYLVHG SUHVHQWHUV WRtohHi@aUtbaiH EUDL
DGYLFH ZHUH IROORZHG WRGD\«



