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STATIONS 
 
My response to your Public Interest consultation will concentrate on BBC Radio 2 as I was a 
producer on that network in the 1980s and 90s.  
 
Radio 2 in that era was a very different creature indeed. Its schedule included: 
 
* A weekly operetta programme 
* A weekly brass & military band programme 
* A weekly theatre organ programme (1) 
* A weekly dance band programme 
* A weekly big band programme 
* A six nights a week arts programme 
* Invited audience concerts including Friday Night Is Music Night - more recently Sunday 
Night Is Music Night - which fortunately is to be relaunched on Radio 3 
* Regular documentary series profiling popular (as opposed to pop) singers and entertainers as 
well as, from time to time, specialist areas such as French chanson �± and note that these 
programmes did not go out at midnight or sometimes 3 a.m. as they do now, viz. the Diana 
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�D�J�H�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�\�R�Q�G�� �K�D�V�� �J�U�H�D�W�O�\�� �L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �E�X�W�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�� �H�O�G�H�U�O�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �Q�R�W�� �³�J�U�R�Z�Q���R�X�W�´�� �R�I�� �P�H�O�R�G�L�F��
music in the way that some younger folk graduate from Radio 1 to Radio 2; yet their kind of 
music has been increasingly denied them. More recently the BBC has rid itself of specialist 
music presenters �± some of them long-serving - on its Local Radio stations, even though the 
savings achieved must be minimal.  
 

http://www.angelradio.co.uk/
http://www.londonlightmusic.org.uk/


Hollywood musicals. Its website also includes obituaries of significant performers and creators, 
some of whom have not been heard on the BBC for years.  
 
The Light Music Society (www.lightmusic.com) holds a vast library of scores, arrangements 
and orchestral parts rescued from BBC skips when the Corporation decided to abandon that 
area of music. These can be hired for live concerts and recitals. 
 
�,�Q���W�K�H���%�%�&�¶�V���3�U�H�V�V���5elease it says that the new stations will draw on the BBC's uniquely rich 
archive but I think you will find the cupboard pretty bare when it comes to Radio 2. In my time 
producers were regularly sent "Retention Lists" of our pre-recorded output and encouraged to 
surrender as many programmes as possible for wiping. Of course even in the early 2000s the 
�Z�K�R�O�H���R�I���5�D�G�L�R�����¶�V���S�U�H-recorded output was still on 15 ips tape, which took up a lot of space. 
 
I speak with some authority as I was at one time commissioned to produce a weekly nostalgic 
series entitled The Golden Days Of Radio which was to feature a 30-minute light entertainment 
show followed by a 30-minute music programme. I had no problem with finding the comedy 
programmes as they had usually been pre-recorded on Sundays, when the artists had a day off 

http://www.lightmusic.com/


networks, which you have only to examine the Radio Times to realize are already running at 
an unreasonably high level? And does it honestly think that placing a few advertisements on 
podcasts will solve its financial problems? 
 
My final comment is that I find it nauseating that the thinking behind these proposals is based 
almost exclusively on C�O�D�V�V�����7�R���L�Q�W�U�R�G�X�F�H���Q�H�Z���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���³�&�������'���D�Q�G���(�´���F�O�D�V�V�H�V���D�U�H��
perceived to be underserved by the existing ones is patronising in the extreme. There are very 
large numbers of middle class people who feel culturally abandoned by the BBC that they once 
admired and whose services they still willingly pay for.  
 
[Name withheld] 
 
25th March 2024. 
 
Notes 
 

1)  A BBC spokesman said at the time that organ music would still be available as part of 
�5�D�G�L�R�����¶�V��Choral Evensong! 

2) Jo Whiley occasionally plays a Frank Sinatra or Ella Fitzgerald track. 
3) Which technically meant that Rock Around The Clock was banned, though Buddy Holly 

was saved! 
4) �+�D�W�F�K���D�O�V�R���D�G�Y�L�V�H�G���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�U�V���W�R���³�H�Q�J�D�J�H���E�U�D�L�Q���E�H�I�R�U�H���R�S�H�Q�L�Q�J���P�R�X�W�K�´���± oh that that 

�D�G�Y�L�F�H���Z�H�U�H���I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���W�R�G�D�\�« 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


