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Response to BBC Public Interest Test Consultation on  
new music radio stations on DAB+ 

 
 
About AudioUK 
 
AudioUK is the trade body for the audio-led production sector, which is comprised of companies 
making high-quality podcasts, radio programmes and audiobooks for brands, broadcasters and 
platforms, as well as self-publishing content. AudioUK has four core priorities: Business; 
Representation; Community; and Excellence – and has around 140 member companies based 
across the whole of the UK, representing around 95% of sector turnover. Our members were 
responsible for 31% of eligible hours of the BBC’s network radio output in the period 2022-23. 
 
Question 1: What do you think about the potential public value of our proposals for the 
launch of new music radio stations on DAB+, including the extent to which our proposal 
contributes to the BBC’s mission to serve all audience through the provision of high 
quality and distinctive output and services which informs, educates and entertains?  
 
And 
 
Question 2: What do you think about the benefit to audiences who will listen to the 
stations, as well as wider potential social and cultural impacts?  
 
The extent to which there is genuine public value to the proposed new services will depend on 
the quality of the content and the extent to which a variety of talents and expertise are brought in 
to create the services. 
 
At present our sector provides a range of shows for the BBC’s music networks. However there is 
an ongoing issue that some parts of the schedule are reserved for in-house production, meaning 
the Licence Fee Payer is not benefiting from the greater diversity of production talent available in 
the independent sector. This represents a limit on creativity on these networks and we continue 
to ask that this policy is rev




